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Seasonal Lifestyle of Sloth Bear

Introduction
The sloth bear (Melursus Ursinus) is a species of Myrmecophagous 
bear native to the Indian subcontinent. It eats fruit, ants and 
termites. It is listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, mainly 
due to habitat loss and degradation. 

It is also known as the "mouth bear" because of its long lower 
lip and the roof of its mouth used to suck in insects. It has long, 
shaggy fur, a mane around its face, and long crescent-shaped 
talons. It is thinner than the Asian brown and black bear. It 
shares features of insectivorous mammals and evolved during 
the Pleistocene from its brown bear ancestors through different 
evolutionary processes. 

Sloth bears breed in spring and early summer and give birth 
around early winter. When their territory is invaded by humans, 
they sometimes attack them. Historically, humans have greatly 
reduced the habitat of these bears and reduced their populations 
by hunting them for food and products such as their meat and 
claws. Sloth bears have been domesticated and used as both a 
show animal and as a pet [1]. 

Characteristics
The adult sloth bear is a medium-sized species although weight 
can range from 55-105kg (121-231lb) in typical-sized females and 
80-145kg (176-320lb) in males of typical size. Particularly large 
specimens of females can weigh up to 124 kg (273lb) and males 
up to 192 kg (423lb). The average weight of sloth bears of the 
nominated subspecies in Nepal is 95kg (209lb) in females and 
114kg (251lb) in males. One study found that nominated bears 
in India weighed an average of 93.2 kg (205lb) in males and 83.3 
kg (184lb) in females. Specimens from Sri Lanka (M. u. Inornatus) 
can weigh up to 68.2 kg (150lb) in females and 104.5 kg (230lb) 
in males. However, six male Sri Lankan sloth bears  only average 
74.8kg (165 lb) and 57.5 kg (127lb) is the average of four females, 
so Sri Lankan bears have be  at least 30% lighter than body mass 
than nominating bears and with much more pronounced sexual 
size dimorphism. They are 60–92cm (2ft 0in – 3ft 0in) tall at the 
shoulder and have a body length of 1.4–1.9m (4ft 7in – 6ft 3in). In 
addition to being smaller than men, women often have more hair 
in the middle of their shoulders [2].

The sloth bear's snout is thick and long, with a small jaw, and 
a bulbous snout with wide nostrils. They have a long lower lip 
that extends past the outer edge of the nose and no upper 
incisors, allowing them to suck up large numbers of insects. The 
premolars and molars are smaller than in other bear species, 

because they do not chew much vegetation. In adults, teeth are 
often in poor condition because they suck up a lot of soil and 
chew when eating insects. The posterior part of the palate is long 
and broad, like that of other mammalian carnivores. The legs are 
disproportionately large and have well-developed sickle-shaped 
blunt claws 10cm (4in) long. Their toes are connected by a hairless 
web. They have the longest tails of the bear family, which can 
reach 15 to 18 centimetres (6 to 7in). Their hind legs are not very 
strong, although they have joints at the knees and allow them 
to take up almost any position. The ears are very large and soft. 
Sloth bears are the only bears with long hair on their ears [3].

The sloth bear's coat is completely black (rusty in some specimens), 
except for a white Y- or V-shaped mark on the chest. This feature 
is sometimes absent, especially in Sri Lankan specimens. This 
feature, which is also found in  black bears and Asian sun bears, is 
thought to be a sign of threat, as all three species are emotionally 
related to tigers (tigers do not usually attack adult bears). The 
coat is long, shaggy and unpretentious, although this species has 
a relatively warm environment, and is particularly heavy on the 
back of the neck and between the shoulders, forming a mane 
that can be up to 30cm (12in) long. Print).  Abdomen and legs 
may be nearly bare. Sloth bears are generally about the same size 
as the Asian black bear, but are immediately distinguishable by 
their shaggy fur, white claws, as well as their longer bodies. Their 
heads and mouths are very distinct from those of black bears 
with a longer, narrower skull shape (especially the snout), looser, 
more flapping lips, and a lighter snout colour. In some areas of 
overlap, sloth bear and sun bear can be difficult to confuse, as 
the latter is considerably smaller in size, much shorter in coat, 
and has wrinkled and wrinkled skin (especially around the back). 
The markings on the thorax are darker and completely different, 
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and the structure and appearance of the head are more compact. 

Distribution and Habitat
The sloth bear's global range includes India, the Terai of Nepal, 
the temperate climates of Bhutan and Sri Lanka. It occurs in a 
wide range of habitats, including tropical dry and moist forests, 
savannas, shrublands, and grasslands below 1,500m (4,900ft) 
over the Indian subcontinent and below 300m (980ft) in dry 
forests in Sri Lanka. It is regionally extinct in Bangladesh.

Behaviour and Ecology
Grown-up sloth bears might go two by two. Guys are regularly 
seen to be delicate with fledglings. They might battle for food. 
They stroll in a sluggish, shambling movement, with their feet 
being put down in a loud, fluttering movement. They are equipped 
for dashing quicker than running humans. Although they show up 
sluggish and awkward, both youthful and grown-up sloth bears 
are great climbers. They every so often will move to take care of 
and to rest, however not to get away from foes, as they like to 
hold fast. Sloth bear moms convey their offspring up trees as the 
essential guard against assaults by hunters as opposed to sending 
them up trees. The offspring can be compromised by hunters like 
tigers, panthers, and other bears. They are satisfactory climbers 
on more open trees yet can't move as fast or on as shifted 
surfaces as can mountain bears because of the sloth species' 
more stretched paw structure. Given their more modest size and 
still more limited hooks, sloth bear fledglings most likely trip more 
capably than grown-ups (much as earthy colour bear whelps can 
climb well however not adults). They are great swimmers, and 
basically enter water to play.

To stamp their regions, sloth bears scratch trees with their 
forepaws, and rub against them with their flanks. Sloth bears are 
recorded to deliver a few sounds and vocals. Wails, screeches, 
shouts, barks and trumpet-like calls are made during forceful 
experiences while heaving is made as a notice signal. Chuffing 
calls are made when upset. Females stay in touch with their 
offspring with a snort wicker while fledglings howl when isolated

Dietary Habits
Sloth bears are master trackers of termites and subterranean 
insects, which they situate by smell. On showing up at a hill, 
they scratch at the construction with their paws till they arrive 
at the enormous brushes at the lower part of the displays, and 
scatter the dirt with rough puffs. The termites are then sucked up 
through the gag, delivering a sucking sound which can be heard 
180m away. Their feeling of smell is sufficiently able to recognize 
grubs 3ft subterranean. Not at all like different bears, do they 
gather in taking care of groups. Sloth bears might enhance their 
eating regimens with natural product, plant matter, carcass, 
and seldom different warm blooded animals. In March and 
April, they eat the fallen petals of mocha trees and are inclined 
toward mangoes, sugar stick, jackfruit, and the cases of the 
brilliant shower tree. Sloth bears are incredibly partial to honey. 
When taking care of their fledglings, plants are accounted for to 
disgorge a combination of half-processed jack organic product, 

wood apples, and bits of honeycomb. This tacky substance 
solidifies into a dull yellow, roundabout, bread-like mass which is 
taken care of to the whelps. This current "bear's bread" is viewed 
as a delicacy by a portion of India's natives. Rarely, Sloth bears 
can become dependent on desserts in lodging waste visiting junk 
canisters even inside populated towns the entire year [5].

Status 
IUCN gauges that less than 20,000 sloth bears make due in the 
wilds of the Indian subcontinent and Sri Lanka. The sloth bear 
is recorded in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972, which accommodates their lawful security. Business global 
exchange of the sloth bear (counting parts and subordinates) is 
disallowed as it is recorded in Appendix I of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species.

To address the human-bear struggle, individuals might be taught 
with regards to the protection morals, especially among local 
people. To determine this contention, the fundamental issue of 
crumbling natural surroundings, which is the justification behind 
the contention among individuals and bears, upgrades through 
government or local area based reforestation programs, might 
be promoted [5].

The number of inhabitants in sloth bears develops when they 
live in high-profile saves that safeguard species, like tigers and 
elephants. Straightforwardly oversaw stores could moderate 
the sloth bear, subsequently such holds should be supported. 
Managing trash, particularly inn squander with food sources, 
is fundamental in circumstances where sloth bears become 
accustomed to entering towns with an expansion in the quantity 
of incidental assaults on humans.

The public authority of India has restricted utilization of sloth 
bears for diversion, and a 'Sloth Bear Welfare Project' in the 
nation has the target of stopping their utilization for amusement. 
Nonetheless, their number in such action is still enormous. 
Numerous associations are helping in the protection and 
safeguarding of sloth bears in safe spots. Sloth bears recently 
utilized for amusement are being restored in offices like Agra 
Bear Rescue Facility run by Wildlife SOS and others. Major sloth 
bear safe-havens in India incorporate the Daroji bear asylum, 
Karnataka.
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